Historical background of African Feminist theology
Oduyoye is sometimes called the matriach of African feminist theology. There is no doubt that she has acted as a catalyst in establishing a network of African female theologians, known as the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians, and has stimulated many women to research and write. Her zeal for a women's contribution to African theology is most pungently expressed in her famous statement that a bird with one wing cannot fly.3 3
African female theologians maintain that African theology is not complete, even handicapped, without the women's voice. The work of African women theologians is therefore to equip theology in Africa 'with the missing wing'.4 But Oduyoye's advocacy for a feminist contribution to African theology was not a creation ex nihilo. Njoroge identifies four movements, which have helped African women to express their theological views and take up their rightful places in the church 5
The first movement she mentions is the missionary movement. The example and dedication of women missionaries, both white and black, and their efforts to ameliorate the position of women through women's education, have played a crucial role in raising the self esteem of women and have helped women to articulate themselves. Through the missionary movement women also received possibilities to network. Both within their own country through women's church fellowships and through world-wide organisations such as Young Women's Christian Association, the Fellowship of the Least Coin and the World Day of Prayer, women were able to meet and encourage each other.
In her Ph.D. thesis Kiama Kia Ngo, an African Christian feminist ethic of resistance and transformation6 Njoroge shows how through the influence of the missionary movement, Christian women among the Gikuyu in Kenya formed a united front against female circumcision and through guilds and campai ns were able to transform the ideas of female initiation in Gikuyu society. Isabel Phiri on the contrary makes critical comments on the impact of the missionary movement on the position of women in her doctoral dissertation Women, Presbyterianism and Patriarchy: Religious experience
